
2019-2020 Ashley Ridge Bands Syllabus 
Welcome to the Ashley Ridge High School Band! 

Our mission is to foster the growth of independent, life-long musicians with an appreciation for the fine arts; 

and the development of self-discipline, teamwork, leadership, creativity, and personal accountability through 

music, which will further the education and experience of every band member. 

 

The band syllabus is designed to give students and parents an overview of the expectations and policies of the 

Ashley Ridge Band program.  The 2019-2020 Ashley Ridge Band Handbook provides families with 

comprehensive information regarding every aspect of the program.  This syllabus as well as the band handbook 

and master calendar need to be reviewed in detail prior to signing the required Letter of Mutual consent.  The 

master calendar and the band handbook can be found on www.arhsbands.org *Please note, a hard copy of the 

handbook can be provided upon request. 

 

Curriculum Goals 

 

South Carolina State Standards for Instrumental Music Education 

 

Anchor Standard 1: I can compose and arrange music. 

Anchor Standard 2: I can improvise music. 

Anchor Standard 3: I can produce a characteristic tone. 

Anchor Standard 4: I can perform with technical accuracy and expression. 

Anchor Standard 5: I can perform using musical notation. 

Anchor Standard 6: I can analyze music. 

Anchor Standard 7: I can evaluate music. 

Anchor Standard 8: I can relate musical ideas to personal experiences, culture, and history. 

Anchor Standard 9: I can relate music to other arts disciplines, other content areas, and career path choices. 

 

Students in the Ashley Ridge High School Band will: 

1. Demonstrate a proper concept of characteristic tone on their given instrument. 

2. Demonstrate the ability to perform on their instrument with proper technique, expression, style, and 

accuracy. 

3. Demonstrate individual as well as group performance abilities including but not limited to dynamics, 

phrasing, melodic shaping, and articulation. 

4. Demonstrate a working knowledge of key signatures and the ability to perform the appropriate concert 

scales from memory. 

5. Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of time signatures, rhythms, and other musical notation 

necessary to perform. 

6. Demonstrate a knowledge of music terminology and apply to musical performance execution. 

7. Demonstrate the ability to understand the structure of a musical composition and be able to create their 

own music using specific guidelines. 

8. Demonstrate the ability to listen to, describe, analyze, and evaluate music and musical performance. 

9. Demonstrate the ability to study and examine the role of music in history and culture by comparing 

instrumental music from different cultures and time periods. 

10. Demonstrate the ability to make connections between music and other arts disciplines throughout the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dubosebands.org/


Contact Information 

 

Email is the most efficient and preferred way to contact us.  Our individual emails are listed below.  

Please allow 1-2 school days for us to reply to your email. 

 

Mr. Pouncey - bpouncey@dorchester2.k12.sc.us  

Mr. Bohl - jbohl@dorchester2.k12.sc.us  

 

Required Materials  

Classroom Materials  
1. Instrument, with name tag clearly labeled 
2. Supplies to maintain instrument  

a. Woodwinds-reeds, swab, cork grease, neckstrap (saxophone only) 
b. Brass - valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, polishing cloth 

3. Music Folder (provided) 
4. Sharpened Pencils 
5. One appropriate mute for your instrument.   

 
Instrument Brands 
*it is recommended at the high school level to begin looking at upgrading your instrument to an intermediate or professional 
model.  Sales/specials are offered through local music companies and in many cases rental credit from your “beginner instrument” 
can be use to apply towards an upgraded model.  Upgraded instruments are made with higher quality material, are built to 
handle more air, and can instantly create a more mature sound quality.  See band handbook for a list of recommended instrument 
upgrades.   

1. Flute – Yamaha, Jupiter Capital Edition, Trevor James 
2. Oboe – Yamaha, Fox 
3. Clarinet – Yamaha, Jupiter Capital Edition, Buffet 
4. Saxophone –Yamaha, Jupiter Capital Edition, Selmer Paris 
5. Trumpet – Yamaha, Bach, Jupiter XO, Jupiter 1100 
6. French Horn – Holton, Conn, Yamaha, Eastman 
7. Trombone – Yamaha, Bach, Shires, Jupiter Capital Edition, Eastman 

 
Mouthpieces 

1. Clarinet – VanDoren M13 
2. Saxophone – Selmer C* or  VanDoren Optimum 
3. Trumpet – Bach 3C 
4. French Horn – Schilke 29/30 
5. Trombone/Euphonium – Schilke 51D 
6. Tuba – Helleberg 120S 
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Grading Scale 

Ashley Ridge High School Grading Scale 

A (90 – 100) 

B (80 – 89) 

C (70 – 79)  

D (60 – 69) 

F (59 & Below)  

Please check PowerSchool weekly! Mr. Pouncey and Mr. Bohl will be updating grades on a weekly basis. 

Reach out with any questions or concerns that you may have. 

Grading Rubric 

Participation (50%) 

Students are expected to uphold the classroom expectations during rehearsal each day in class. Rehearsal 

technique is considered their class participation grade and includes having all materials, remaining engaged, and 

putting forth their best effort. Each band student is expected to maintain a regular practice routine at home on 

their instrument.  Daily assignments and practice are to be considered homework for class each day.  Practice 

time is the responsibility of each individual student; therefore, student instruments should be going home 

regularly. 

Performance (30%)  

All Ashley Ridge Band performances are required.  Every student plays a critical role in their contribution to the 

whole.  All students are required to attend every performance and arrive at the correct call time in the appropriate 

concert attire. 

Playing Tests (20%) 

Students will be expected to complete individual playing tests throughout the course of the school year.  Tests are 

expected to be submitted on time if not early.  Failure to do so will result in the lowering of a student’s score.  A 

student will not receive a grade any higher than a 70 on late assignments.  

Student Expectations 

Student Expectations 

1. SHOW UP 

2. WORK HARD 

3. LISTEN 

 

Rewards 
1. Verbal Praise 

2. Positive Parent Phone Call 

3. Positive Student Referral 

Consequences 
1. Verbal Warning 

2. Parent Contact 

3. Discipline Referral 

*severe discipline problems may 

necessitate immediate referral to 

the administration 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Policy 

Students are excused from required concert rehearsals for the following reasons: illness, medical/dental 

appointment, serious family illness, a death in the family, a recognized religious holiday, approved special 

circumstances, and school sponsored events.  Therefore, if the school excuses it, we will excuse it.  Please do not 

schedule medical appointments or family events/trips during required band rehearsals/performances/functions 

as each band member plays an integral role within the music ensemble and their contribution to the team is 

essential for the success of the group.  A portion of each student’s final grade will be determined based on 

their attendance and performance at all required Ashley Ridge High School Band performances and 

scheduled rehearsals as notated on the 2019-2020 Master Calendar.    

In the event of an anticipated absence, an absence request form needs to be completed online in advance so that 

the directors have communication in advance.  Each student will receive a grade for every rehearsal.  Failure to 

communicate in advance of an anticipated absence will result in a student receiving a “zero” for that particular 

rehearsal.  Although an absence might be communicated to the front office, the directors need to have received 

communication as well prior to an anticipated absence. 

The directors withhold the right to remove a student from a performance for failure to attend required after 

school rehearsals for both the concert and marching bands. 

Concert Attire  

Students are responsible for purchasing a concert uniform. Tuxedos are approximately $90 and Concert Dresses 

are approximately $60-80 (for 2019-2020 school year).  

More information will be passed out in the fall regarding concert uniforms.  Concert uniforms will first be 

needed at the fall concert on Thursday, November 7th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SIGNATURE PAGE 

 

Expectation Sheet 

I have read, understand, and will comply with all rules and procedures on the Expectation Sheet.   
I believe that we are all responsible for making rehearsals run smoothly.  I am willing to do my part! 

 
Uniform Contract 

I understand that I am personally responsible for the uniform items assigned to me, and that I will be 

charged for any parts that are lost or damaged due to neglect or abuse. I also agree to take care of the 

uniform as directed. At the end of each game or competition I will see that I have all uniform parts 

assigned to me properly stored in the garment bag. I will personally get the bag checked off and will 

not assume responsibility for another band member’s uniform. I will report any missing or damaged 

items immediately. I understand that failure to follow these rules will result in immediate disciplinary 

action. 

 

Master Calendar Receipt 

I have read, understand and commit to the band rehearsals, performances, and functions as stated in 

the master calendar and understand that my attendance is required as a part of my grade in class as 

well as my responsibility that I hold to my fellow band members. 

 

Letter of Mutual Consent 

I, the undersigned student, accept membership in the Ashley Ridge High School Band and understand 

that I am responsible for all the policies as set forth in the Band Handbook.  I fully agree to carry out 

my responsibilities to the very best of my ability 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature                                                                                           Date 

 

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, have read and understand the policies as set forth in the Band 

Handbook.  I also grant full permission for my child to be an active member of the Ashley Ridge High 

School Band.  I understand that my child may be included in promotional photography and videos 

throughout the band season.  In addition, my child has full permission to attend all band functions.  I 

have read and understand the master calendar and will ensure that my child has transportation to and 

from rehearsals, performances, and other band functions.  I understand that my child’s grade will be 

held accountable for unexcused absences or “no shows” and I also understand the responsibility my 

child has to be present as part of the team for his/her fellow band members. Furthermore, I understand 

that I must meet all financial obligations as stated in the Ashley Ridge Band forms and fair share 

agreement. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature                                                                                         Date 


